
Announcement Title: Evidence-based Approach for Suicide Prevention 

Problem Statement:  USSOCOM Seeks to improve evidence-based decision making for the 
prevention, prediction, and treatment of suicidal behavior. USSOCOM also seeks to determine 
the best methods to prevent the conditions where suicidal behavior occurs. 

Effective Outcome: A framework that allows for assessment and testing of potential solutions 
that provide a better understanding of risk and protective factors, early warning signs, and 
application of effective tools to mitigate, identify and reduce suicidality across the SOF 
formation.  

Unique Conditions: Respect of privacy and strict adherence to the Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act (HIPAA), data quality and gaps, lack of longitudinal data sets. 

Standards/Desirements: Efficacious framework. Should be able to assimilate and test large 
amounts of disparate data sets (curated and uncurated).  Should demonstrate Sensitivity and 
Specificity through statistical analyses such as PPV/NPV, Likelihood ratio (LR), ROC 
Curve/AUC, Diagnostic Odds Ratio (DOR), Diagnostic Effectiveness, and Youden’s Index. 

Preference will be given to proposals that have that have the following attributes in no particular 
order. 

 Access to large data sets, data sharing, and partnership agreements as well as studies 
that can provide long term longitudinal monitoring. 

 Studies that propose to use Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning (ML), 
especially those that have the capability to study large data sets covering a long time 
period. 

 Studies that propose to validate predictors for suicidal behavior. 
 Proposals to lower the stigma associated with self-report of suicidal ideation and seeking 

behavioral health services and treatment. 
 Proposals to validate the education of, leaders, service members, family members, peer, 

and provider networks to lower the stigma, suicide risk, and educate and empower the 
all SOF community members to spot and prevent suicide risk. 

 Proposals that attempt to validate predictive measures for successful suicide completion 
rather than prediction of suicidal ideation. 

 Studies that attempt to validate actionable strategies to break the decision chain of 
suicide impulse to suicide attempt. 

 Proposals to validate the effective use of telehealth and strategies to effectively address 
patient concerns regarding, privacy, connection, and trust. 

 Proposed research into treatment and prevention strategies that are holistic, 
individualized to each patient, cost effective, and focus on an embedded, patient centric, 
care model. 

 Treatment models and modalities that demonstrate or validate treatment that is culturally 
adept to the unique culture of SOF and attuned to meet the unique environmental 
challenges caused by rapid integration and reintegration as well as delivering treatment 
in the deployed environment. 

 Proposals that employ measured biomarkers that are associated with suicide, stress, 
and resiliency in real or near real time. 


